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Table 1: The Asian pan-ethnic grouping as classified by Statistics New Zealand and broken into its four constituent 
levels with population counts and proportions (%) of the total population from the 2018 Census data.17 Overlapping 
cells denote how the individual ethnic groups (on the right) are reconstituted into sub-groups, groups and pan- 
ethnic groups (on the left).

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Population in 2018

Asian 
707,598 

(15%)

Asian, NFD* 11,811 (0.25%)

Southeast 
Asian 

126,072 
(2.7%)

Southeast Asian, NFD* 6,219 (0.13%)

Filipino 72,612 (1.5%)

Cambodian 9,672 (0.21%)

Vietnamese 10,086 (0.21%)

Other 
Southeast 

Asian  
27,483 

(0.58%)

Burmese 2,475 (0.053%)

Indonesian 6,033 (0.13%)

Lao 1,608 (0.034%)

Malay 3,729 (0.079%)

Thai 10,623 (0.23%)

Southeast Asian, NEC† 1,638 (0.035%)

Chinese 
248,919 (5.3%)

Chinese, NFD* 231,387 (4.9%)

Hong Kong Chinese 3,177 (0.068%)

Cambodian Chinese 1,413 (0.03%)

Malaysian Chinese 4,866 (0.10%)

Taiwanese 6,570 (0.14%)

Indian  
241,050 (5.1%)

Indian, NFD* 221,916 (4.7%)

Fijian Indian 15,132 (0.32%)

South African Indian 1,632 (0.035%)

Other Asian 
91,143 
(1.9%)

Sri Lankan 
 16,920 
(0.36%)

Sri Lankan, NFD* 4,245 (0.090%)

Sinhalese 9,171 (0.20%)

Sri Lankan Tamil 3,501 (0.074%)

Other Asian 
 20,418 
(0.43%)

Afghani 5,250 (0.11%)

Bangladeshi 2,337 (0.050%)

Nepalese 3,630 (0.077%)

Pakistani 6,135 (0.13%)

Eurasian 1,389 (0.030%)

Japanese 18,141 (0.39%)

Korean 35,664 (0.76%)

NFD* = not further defined; NEC† = not elsewhere classified. 
Only ethnic groups with 1,000 (0.02% of the population) or more responses have been shown here.
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Table 2: Data completeness (prioritised ethnicity) (number [%]).

Variable Asian, N=5,460 European, N=12,411 Total, N=20,606*

Ethnicity 5,460 (100%) 12,411 (100%) 20,514 (100%)*

Gender 5,460 (100%) 12,410 (100%) 20,605 (100%)*

Age 5,168 (95%) 12,060 (97%) 19,454 (94%)*

Secondary school name/
location

5,195 (95%) 12,149 (98%) 19,935 (97%)*

Secondary school in New 
Zealand

4,433 (81%) 11,928 (96%) 18,671 (91%)*

Secondary school decile 4,100 (75%) 11,218 (90%) 17,382 (84%)*

New Zealand residential 
address

4,654 (85%) 11,691 (94%) 18,438 (89%)*

New Zealand Index of 
Deprivation coded

4,655 (85%) 11,676 (94%) 18,416 (89%)*

*The totals provided above account for the entire cohort in the original study,8 including non-Asian and non-European students.
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 Table 3: Socio-demographic characteristics of students within Asian and European ethnic groupings.

Characteristic Asian, N=4,584* European, N=9,609* p-value†

Age (mid-year) 19 (19–22) 20 (19–25) <0.001‡

Gender <0.001§

Male 1,443 (31%) 1,674 (17%)

Female 3,141 (68%) 7,935 (82%)

Diverse¶ 3 (0.060%)5 11 (0.11%)5

NZDep2018 quintiles <0.001#

1–2 (least deprived) 716 (17%) 2,767 (30%)

3–4 960 (23%) 2,204 (24%)

5–6 981 (23%) 1,866 (21%)

7–8 920 (22%) 1,401 (15%)

9–10 (most deprived) 605 (14%) 842 (9.3%)

School deciles (grouped by tertile) <0.001#

8–10 (least deprived) 1,976 (52%) 4,385 (50%)

4–7 1,379 (36%) 3,752 (43%)

1–3 (most deprived) 471 (12%) 592 (6.8%)

Rurality by three aggregated groups (GCH) <0.001#

U1: major urban area 3,791 (91%) 6,303 (69%)

U2: large urban area 302 (7.2%) 1,535 (17%)

R: smaller urban and rural 
areas

89 (2.1%) 1,243 (14%)

Citizenship <0.001#

New Zealand citizen 3,219 (70%) 9,015 (94%)

New Zealand permanent 
resident

1,365 (30%) 594 (6.2%)

*Median (interquartile range); n (%).
†p-values have been false discovery rate–corrected for multiple comparisons. 
‡Wilcoxon Rank-Sum test. 
§Fisher’s exact test. 
¶Gender-diverse individuals are shown here (gender totals will be >N in header) but not included elsewhere. 
#Pearson’s Chi-squared test.
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Figure 1: Student enrolment rates by health professional programme and level 2 Asian ethnic groupings (total response ethnicity).
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Figure 2: Comparison of the relationship between enrolment rates and socio-demographic profile between health 
professional students from Asian and European ethnic groupings (prioritised ethnicity). 




