
New Zealand Medical Journal 
Te ara tika o te hauora hapori

2026 May 29; 139(1635). ISSN 1175-8716
https://www.nzmj.org.nz/ ©PMA 

Table 1: Summary of international co-joint occupational therapy and paramedic falls response service models.

Year Authors Falls response 
service; location

Type of 
investigation

Co-joint model Design

2023 Charlton et al.

Royal Berkshire 
Falls and Frailty 
Response Service; 
England

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response
Cross sectional 
service evaluation

2023 Corcoran et al.
Pathfinder service; 
Ireland

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response & 
follow-up care

Qualitative service 
evaluation

2022 Ward et al.
Pathfinder service; 
Ireland

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response & 
follow-up care

Case studies

2022 O’Brien et al.
Pathfinder service; 
Ireland

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response & 
follow-up care

Case study

2021 Watson et al.

Rapid response 
combined with 
telecare services; 
United Kingdom

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A
Qualitative impact 
analysis

2021 Bernard et al.
Pathfinder service; 
Ireland

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response & 
follow-up care

Observational 
analysis

2021 Kanne et al.
On the Move Falls 
Prevention Clinic; 
England

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A
Quality  
improvement 
project

2018 Preston et al.

Scottish  
Ambulance  
Service combined 
with Occupational 
Therapists; United 
Kingdom

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Early response
Practice analysis 
report

2018 Pyer et al.

The Crisis 
Response Falls 
Service; United 
Kingdom

Evaluation of 
active co-joint 
service

Rapid response
Mixed methods 
service evaluation

2017 Mikolaizak et al.

Intervention to 
PREvent Falls 
after Emergency 
Response  
(iPREFER) Trial 
Protocol; Australia

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A Randomised  
control trial
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Year Authors
Falls response 
service; Location

Type of 
investigation

Co-joint model Design

2017 Snooks et al.

Support and 
Assessment for 
Fall Emergency 
Referrals (SAFER) 
Trial; United 
Kingdom

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A

Randomised  
control trial

Service evaluation

2010 Logan et al.

East Midlands 
Ambulance Ser-
vice + In-home and 
Community Falls 
Prevention Pro-
gramme; United 
Kingdom

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A
Randomised  
control trial

2008 Hendriks et al.

Prevention of 
Falls in the Elderly 
Trials (PROFET); 
Netherlands

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A Feasibility study

1999 Close et al.

Prevention of 
Falls in the Elderly 
Trials (PROFET); 
United Kingdom

Investigation of 
effective falls  
prevention 
strategies

N/A
Randomised  
control trial

Table 1 (continued): Summary of international co-joint occupational therapy and paramedic falls response service models.
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Table 2: Summary of grey literature on co-joint occupational therapy paramedic early falls response models.

Year Organisation Title Model Type

2024
Clinical Excellence 
Queensland (Australia)

The Queensland  
Ambulance Service Falls 
Co-Response Program

Rapid response
Initiative description, 
quality and productivity

2024
Welsh Ambulance  
Services University NHS 
Trust (United Kingdom)

Falls and Frailty  
Framework and 
Response Model

Rapid response
Initiative description, 
quality and productivity

2022
National Health Service 
(United Kingdom)

Going Further For  
Winter: Community- 
based Falls Response

Rapid response
Initiative description, 
quality and productivity

2020
The Ontario Society of 
Occupational Therapists 
(Canada)

Inputs to Consultation 
on Emergency Health 
Modernisation: An 
Occupational Therapy 
Perspective

N/A
New clinical response 
model consultation

2019
Royal College of  
Occupational Therapists 
(United Kingdom)

Royal College of  
Occupational Therapists 
response to the Northern  
Ireland Ambulance 
Service Proposed New 
Clinical Response Model 
Consultation

N/A
New clinical response 
model consultation

2014
East Midlands  
Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust (United Kingdom)

Crisis response falls 
team: Reducing  
admissions and repeat 
falls

Rapid response
Initiative description, 
quality and productivity
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Figure 1: Proposed structure and components of falls response service for seniors in Aotearoa New Zealand.

ACC = Accident Compensation Corporation; ECP = extended care paramedic; HQSC = Health Quality & Safety Commission Te Tāhū 
Hauora; PT = physiotherapist; OT = occupational therapist. 




